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Teach-ins carve out spaces in our busy  
academic schedules for information-
sharing, reflection, and discussion on contemporary political and social issues.  Teach-
ins gained prominence in the United States during the 1960s, when universities around 
the country debated arguments related to the Vietnam War and Civil Rights, among 
other issues.  More recently, teach-ins have been used as spaces to discuss race, in-
come inequality, and the environment. 
 
La Salle University students, faculty and staff, inspired by imagery and messaging popu-
larized by Martin Luther King Jr. in his reflections on "the beloved community," are in 
the midst of planning a campus teach-in on Thursday, March 16th.  Morning sessions 
will examine "memory," afternoon sessions will be dedicated to "witness," and evening 
hours will provide a space to share student-led social justice engagement work, includ-
ing educational initiatives, advocacy and action.  The teach-in presents an opportunity 
for the campus to engage in discussion and reflection on our Lasallian identity in an 
academic setting. 
 
Keep alert for details on workshops and schedules. Consider attending the teach-in with 
your class and/or encouraging your students to attend the day.  
Teach-In Planned for March 16th:  
Reflections on “The Beloved Community”  
Questions, comments,  
or submissions?    
Email Heather McGee: 
mcgeeh@lasalle.edu 
Tara Carr-Lemke, M.A.,  
Explorer Connection & Service-Learning 
Members of the La Salle community standing together on the quad on February 2nd,  
in support of unity and solidarity.  
Last semester, along with four of my colleagues at La Salle, I devel-
oped a community-based learning course as part of the ARC’s Community-Based Learning Fellows Program. 
As a result of this opportunity, students in my Social and Behavioral Theories of Health Education class will 
spend this semester learning both inside and outside the classroom about the influence of displacement and 
migration and on the health of individuals and populations. Philadelphia provides students an excellent op-
portunity to study and see these issues firsthand.  
 
Specifically, students will work in teams to investigate how gentrification, human trafficking, immigration, 
and refugee resettlement impact human health. In addition to traditional classroom discussion, lecture, and 
readings, students will visit Philadelphia neighborhoods to conduct interviews with local residents, create 
asset maps that highlight community strengths, and visit community centers and NGOs working with diverse 
populations. Examples of neighborhoods and populations that students will study include Mexican immi-
grants in South Philadelphia, gentrification in Brewerytown, and Bhutanese refugees in South Philadelphia. 
Students will also help coordinate the Symposium on Human Trafficking, to be held on La Salle’s campus on 
April 3-4.  As their culminating 
project, students will create and 
print visual displays (posters, pho-
tographs) to help raise awareness 
among their colleagues in the 
SONHS about the lives and health 
of forcibly displaced and immi-
grant populations.  
Explorers in Greece,   
Vietnam, Chile, Cuba, India, and Nepal? Break wasn’t vacation for the students and faculty who travelled to 
these countries to study topics ranging from the early New Testament to human rights in comparative per-
spective. Instead, these travel study courses gave students the opportunity to have a week of extensive con-
tact with faculty members who organized unique trips that capitalized on their expertise. 
 
The School of Arts and Sciences ran six travel study courses in Spring 2016 and is looking forward to five this 
semester. As both faculty and students can attest, these courses offer high impact educational experiences—
ones students have frequently described as transformational. The School’s travel study committee reviews 
proposals and syllabi to ensure that the trip and its activities support the student learning outcomes of the 
course as a whole. The committee also seeks to balance the slate of travel study courses in terms of destina-
tions and disciplines represented. We now routinely run courses to Europe, Latin America, and Asia and hope 
to expand options in Africa and Central Asia / the Middle East. While the humanities and social sciences are 
well represented at present, one goal of the committee is to include the sciences more frequently. 
 
Organizing and running travel study courses presents many challenges for the School and for faculty, from 
managing administrative aspects and ensuring student safety to balancing teaching schedules. For students, 
the additional cost of these trips can be an obstacle to participation although several programs address this 
by offering partial scholarships. Yet it is hard to imagine a program that better fits the University’s emphasis 
on exploration. 
Community-Based Learning in Public Health 
Sara Shuman, Ph.D., Public Health 
Arts and Sciences Travel Study: Explorers Are Never Lost 
 Lisa Jarvinen, Ph.D., Chair, Arts and Sciences Academic Travel Study Committee 
This article is in two parts. First, I share information about two Lasallian journals that take 
up the challenge of building up critical Lasallian thought and reflection. Second, I share in-
formation about accessing other Lasallian resources.   
 
Over the past eight years, two electronic journals have been set up to enlarge Lasallian 
scholarship. In 2009, St. Mary’s University of Minnesota created AXIS: Journal of Lasallian 
Higher Education. It exists to encourage and share original scholarly and creative works 
about, and texts of historic significance to, Lasallian Catholic higher educa-
tion. AXIS disseminates these works of significance to the Lasallian educational world in four 
categories: 
 
         (1) original scholarly and creative works 
         (2) a shared knowledge archive of unpublished speeches and papers authored by leaders in the Lasallian  
 movement, typically published with guest-authored contextualizing essays 
         (3) annotations of relevant masters theses and doctoral dissertations, and 
         (4) book reviews and selective bibliographies of diverse sources relevant to Lasallian Catholic higher education.  
          
                                    http://axis.smumn.edu/index.php/axis/index 
 
In 2010, the Secretariat for Lasallian Research and Resources at the global headquarters of the Brothers of the Chris-
tian Schools in Rome began the Digital Journal of Lasallian Research. Describing the purpose of this publication, the 
editor writes:  
 
 [A]s the inheritors of this pedagogical and spiritual tradition and committed to the world of educa
 tion across the entire world, we Lasallians wish to continue listening to the calls of a reality which 
 questions us as educators. With this in view, we take up the work of research as a response to the 
 challenges which the 21st Century create for us. This Journal wishes to collect together this strength,     
 by collaborating in building up a Lasallian way of thinking which is offered to the academic world as   
 an alternative form of discussion of the problems of education seen from a transcendent horizon. 
 
                                    http://revista_roma.delasalle.edu.mx/index.php?lan=en 
 
In addition to these two scholarly journals, there are a plethora of other Lasallian resources that are informative and 
instructive for those engaged in the mission of Lasallian education. Here, I will simply identify them as a litany. I invite 
you to discover texts, or parts of texts, that are practical for course readings, personal reflection, and scholarship.  
 
FSC Generalate publications menu including the Lasallian Studies series and the MEL Bulletins  
http://www.lasalle.org/en/resources/publications/ 
 
Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN) publications and documents menu including De La Salle’s original 
writings digital form https://www.lasallian.info/resources/publications-documents/ 
 
District of San Francisco New Orleans Lasallian Resource Center  
http://lasallianresources.org/ (the most comprehensive collection online) 
 
In addition to the above sources, other Districts around the Lasallian world have research and resources aplenty in 
other languages including Spanish, French, and Portuguese.  
 
If anyone has any questions about Lasallian research and resources, please feel free to contact me. Happy to point 
you in the right direction.  
Lasallian Corner  Ernest J. Miller, FSC, Vice President for Mission 
 
 
February 1  
How Have Black Lives Mattered at La Salle,  
Then and Now?  
Rebecca Goldman, Connelly Library  
Maureen O’Connell, Religion  
African American Student League Leadership  
 
February 8  
Tomb Raiders: Who’s to Blame?  
Art History Faculty and Students  
 
February 15  
Dealing with Difficult Conversations  
Marianne Dainton, Communication  
 
February 22  
Do This “Small Thing:”  
A Conversation on Social Justice and Race  
Karen Reardon, Management and Leadership  
TiRease Holmes, Community Development  
Students from the 2017 MLK Oratory and Spo-
ken Word Competition  
 
March 1  
Is There A Use for Vaccines in a  
Post-Disease World?  






The Explorer Café is an informal, public forum that 
invites Lasallians to gather together for interactive 
discussion on provocative topics. We seek subject 
matter that can be approached from multiple disci-
plines and that will drive discussion from diverse 
viewpoints. Our goal is to move away from the tra-
ditional model of lectures with passive audiences by 






March 15  
Dude, Where’s My Code?  
Ethics of Open Source Development  
Anthony Kelly, Class of 2017  
Peggy McCoey, Mathematics & Computer Sci-
ence  
 
March 22  
To Buy or Not to Buy?  
Controversies in Consumption  
Meghan Pierce, Marketing  
 
March 29  
Existing Together: What Does It Mean to Be an 
LGBT Alliance on a Catholic Campus?  
Christina Everett & Paul Fitzpatrick,  The All iance  
Jack Downey, Religion  
Vincent Kling, Foreign Languages & Literatures  
Julie Regan, Religion  
 
April 5  
Exploring Social Justice:  
Its what, where & how?  
Baba Jallow, History  
 
April 12  
Swiping Left and Dating Right:  
Is social media good for my love life?  
Laura Cilia, University Ministry and Service  
Cherylyn Rush, Student Life  
Tara Carr-Lemke, M.A.,  
Explorer Connection & Service-Learning Spring 2017 Explorer Cafes 
Students enrolled in the travel study course on  
Tibetan Buddhism and the Politics of Liberation will 
spend their spring break in the scenic foothills of the Himalayas, exploring the historical, political 
and religious contexts in which Tibetan refugees live in “exile” today. In this Religion/Leadership 
and Global Understanding course, they will have the opportunity to take their insights from the 
classroom into the streets of postcolonial Delhi, to the source of the Ganges River in Rishikesh, a 
traditional site of yoga and meditation, to the Tibetan communities around Dharamsala, where 
the Dalai Lama established the Central Tibetan Administration for the thousands of diasporic 
Tibetans who have fled the Chinese occupation since 1959.  
 
Through their experiences visiting monasteries, 
nunneries, temples and pilgrimage sites, stu-
dents will gain an understanding of how Tibet-
an Buddhism is practiced in daily life, while 
their encounters with social justice activists, 
politicians, refugee support workers, and po-
litical dissidents will expose them to diverse 
concerns and perspectives within the Tibetan 
diaspora community. In addition to studying 
the complexities of Tibetan religion and poli-
tics, this course examines how “Tibet” has 
been historically constructed as a conceptual 
space, by Tibetans and non-Tibetans alike.  
 
Like their fellow students who will 
spend their spring break travel-
ing,  enjoying the beauty of nature and/
or hanging out with their friends, stu-
dents in this course will enjoy their time 
in this beautiful, historically and cultur-
ally rich part of the world, with the add-
ed benefit that their experiences will 
include meeting new people, perhaps 
even some new friends, who have 
much to teach them that cannot be 
accessed through books.  
Getting Away from It All While Getting a Deeper Perspective 
 Julie Regan, Ph.D., Religion Department   
Jack Downey, Ph.D., Religion Department  
 
On Wednesday, February 1st, 
nearly 60 students repre-
senting La Salle, Saint Joseph's, 
Cabrini and Villanova partici-
pated in a three-hour training 
session on the fundamentals of 
faith-based community organ-
izing through a collaboration 
between the universities and 
POWER (Philadelphians Orga-
nized to Witness Empower and 
Rebuild), an interfaith commu-
nity organizing coalition of 
more than 50 congregations 
around the city. The event was the kick-off a three-part series in conjunction with POWER's "100 Days of 
Faithful Resistance" through which students will learn power analysis, strategies for nonviolent direct ac-
tion, and the skills for coalition building. Those who complete an additional two sessions will receive a 
certificate from POWER indicating their exposure to the organizing approach to social transformation. The 
initiative is funded in part by a $5,000 grant from the Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Religion 
and Theology, as well as support from the national PICO Network (People Improving Commununities 
through Organizing). It is the only such initiative among Catholic universities in the country. For more in-
formation, or for a list of upcoming POWER trainings, contact Maureen O'Connell 
(oconnellm@lasalle.edu) 
Change the World! Become a Community Organizer! 
Maureen O’Connell, Ph.D.,  
Chair, Religion Department 
Students making calls to PA state senators to tell them to vote NO on a bill that would take paid sick days from 
200,000 workers and prohibit cities from taking steps to help workers. Photo by Tim Lilienthal. 
 
Lisa Johnson DrNP, CRNP, ACNP-BC (Doctor of Nursing Practice Program) 
 
Lisa is the Director of the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program at La Salle Uni-
versity. She is a board certified Acute Care Nurse Practitioner and has worked in the 
inpatient medicine areas of Infectious Diseases, Hepatology, Gastroenterology, Pal-
liative Care and Bone Marrow Transplant. During her time as a BSN prepared nurse 
she practiced in various intensive care units, transplant and trauma areas in the 
greater Boston area.  
 
She has previously directed and taught in the Adult-Gerontology Acute Care Nurse 
Practitioner programs at Drexel University and DeSales University. Lisa has served 
as the DNP scholarly project chair and committee member for several students at DeSales University.  
 
Lisa received her DrNP from Drexel University, MSN from the University of Massachusetts Graduate School of 
Nursing and a BSN from Wilkes University.Lisa’s dissertation was titled: “An Ethnonursing Study of How Afri-
can Americans Treatment Decisions At or New the End-of-Life Are Understood by Health Care Providers in a 
Tertiary Care Setting.”  
 
Some of Lisa’s professional service includes being a regional representative for the PA Coalition of Nurse Prac-
titioners, a member of Sigma Theta Tau International, the National Organization of Nurse Practitioners and an 
advisory board member for the Center for Healthcare Innovations. She enjoys spending time at the beach 
with her daughter, Addison and two rescue greyhounds. 
Cheri Cutler, MS (Communication Department) 
 
Cheri earned a Master of Science degree from Fox School of Business at Temple University. 
Cheri has nearly 25 years of experience in marketing communication and public relations. 
Her broad experiences in the industry include positions in nonprofit and in-house corporate 
organizations and in international public relations and advertising agencies. She founded her 
own marketing communication firm in 2002 and for a decade worked with clients ranging 
from the City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia International Airport, Center City District to Old 
City District among many others.  
 
 
Cutler combines her communication expertise with her passion for teaching in her new role as an instructor in 
the Department of Communication at La Salle University. Courses taught at La Salle include Principles of Pub-
lic Relations, Organizational Communication, Presentation Skills, Public Relations Writing and Public Relations 
Management—the senior seminar, service-learning course.  Cutler also served as an adjunct instructor and 
visiting assistant professor at Temple University for 14 years teaching courses in both communication and 
business.  
New Faculty at La Salle 
Each month we feature profiles of new faculty members at La Salle. This month, please join us in  
welcoming Lisa Johnson, DrNP, CRNP, ACNP-BC Director, Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program, and Cheri 
Cutler, MS, Communication Department. 
 
Each month, the staff at ARC will feature a list of recommended books, articles, and audio-visual resources related to 
pedagogy.  If you have any suggestions to include in future newsletters please send them to Heather McGee 
(mcgeeh@lasalle.edu). 
 
Lasallian Pedagogy: Who We Are Is What We Teach  
John M. Crawford, FSC, Ph.D. 







Publicly Engaged Scholars: Next-Generation Engagement and the Future of Higher Educa-
tion by Margaret A. Post (Editor), Elaine Ward (Editor), Nicholas V. Longo (Editor), John Salt-
marsh (Editor), Stylus Publishing, 2016 
 
The concern that the democratic purposes of higher education -- and its conception as a public 
good -- are being undermined, with the growing realization that existing structures are unsuited 
to addressing today's complex societal problems, and that our institutions are failing an increas-




Teaching Strategies for the College Classroom: A Collection of Faculty Articles Paperback – June 
17, 2013 by Maryellen Weimer Ph.D.  
 
Teaching Strategies for the College Classroom: A Collection of Faculty Articles is a practical, class-
room-tested "tool kit" for faculty members who would like to develop their teaching practice. 
The 35 articles are drawn from the pages of The Teaching Professor newsletter and are written 
by college faculty for college faculty. They contain concrete pedagogical strategies that have 




Integrating Mindfulness into Anti-Oppression Pedagogy: Social Justice in Higher  
Education by Beth Berila, Routledge Press, 2016 
 
Drawing from mindfulness education and social justice teaching, this book explores an anti-
oppressive pedagogy for university and college classrooms. Authentic classroom discussions 
about oppression and diversity can be difficult; a mindful approach allows students to explore 
their experiences with compassion and to engage in critical inquiry to confront their deeply held 
beliefs and value systems. This engaging book is full of practical tips for deepening learning, 
addressing challenging situations, and providing mindfulness practices in anti-oppression class-
rooms. Integrating Mindfulness into Anti-Oppression Pedagogy is for all higher education pro-
fessionals interested in pedagogy that empowers and engages students in the complex unlearn-
ing of oppression.  
 
 
      ARC Staff  Recommended Reading 
